NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL
CHILDREN AND EDUCATION SCRUTINY PANEL
17 January 2023
PRESENT: - ClIr T Foster (Chairman)

Clir L Yeadon (Vice-Chair), Clir M Armiger, Clir P Clark, Clir J Longcake, Clir C Ross,
and Clir D Wells

Dr D Whiteoak (Church Representative)
The meeting was held at the Conference Room, Church Square House.
122  SUBSTITUTIONS.

Clir Clark substituted for Clir Alcock.

123 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND
PERSONAL OR PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND
DECLARATIONS OF WHIPPING ARRANGEMENTS (IF ANY).

There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests and personal or
personal and prejudicial interests. No whip was declared.

124  PUBLIC SPEAKING REQUEST (IF ANY).

There were no public speaking requests.

125 OUTCOME OF THE INSPECTION OF NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE LOCAL
AUTHORITY CHILDREN'S SERVICES

The Chairman welcomed Paul Cowling, Assistant Director Children’s
Standards and Regulations, and Rachel Smith, Assistant Director Children’s
Help and Protection, to the meeting. The Chairman explained that Paul and
Rachel had been invited to present the outcomes of a recent Inspection of
Local Authority Children’s Services (ILACS).

Paul and Rachel gave a comprehensive presentation on the ILACS, setting
out how and when the inspection occurred, and the process for checking and
publishing the report. It was confirmed that Ofsted concluded that “The
impact of leaders on social work practice with children and families”, “The
experiences and progress of children who need help and protection”, and
“The experiences and progress of children in care and care leavers” were all
rated as “Outstanding”. The overall rating was also rated “outstanding” and
there were no areas identified for improvement.
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The presentation provided an overview of the local headline strengths and
impacts across each of the three domains, highlighting Ofsted’s conclusion
that, within North Lincolnshire “Children benefit from a consistently high
standard of social work practice. The commitment to children as a priority for
the council and across the partnership is exemplary”.

The Chairman led a discussion on the presentation, with the panel asking
questions about the inspection methodology, workforce issues, adoption and
fostering services, the scope to continue improving, and ensuring consistency
of approach. Officers responded accordingly.

Resolved — (a) That Rachel Smith and Paul Cowling be thanked for the
presentation and for responding to the panel's questions; and (b) that the
scrutiny panel’s gratitude, congratulations, and recognition be passed on to
all staff, volunteers and partners involved in the ILACS outcome.

ADDED ITEM (IF ANY).

There were no Added Items scheduled for discussion at this meeting.

ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT BY
REASON OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MUST BE SPECIFIED.

There were no additional or urgent items to be discussed at this meeting.



